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rules and regulations are tolerably well observed; the
grades of hierarchy are maintained with a scrupulous ex-
actitude. The life of the religion^ is one of restraint and
perpetual control. He is denied all sorts of pleasures and
diversions. How could such system of self-denial be ever
maintained, were it not for the belief which the Rahans
have in the merits that they amass, by following a course
of life which, after all, is repugnant to nature ? It cannot
be denied that human motives often influence both the
laity and the religious, but divested of faith and of the
sentiments inspired by even a false belief, their action
could not produce, in a lasting and persevering manner, the
extraordinary and striking fact we witness in Buddhistic
countries.

ARTICLE   IV.

ORDINATION,  OR  CEREMONIES OBSERVED AT  THE ADMISSION
INTO  THE  SOCIETY.

We will now explain rather minutely, and describe as
accurately as possible, the various ceremonies performed
on the occasion of the promotion of a shyin to the rank of
patzin, or professed member. It must be borne in mind
that this ordeal through which he has to pass, or ordina-
tion, as we may aptly perhaps .term it, which he has to
receive, does not confer any peculiar character, or give
any special spiritual power to the admitted candidate;
but it merely initiates him to a more perfect course of
life, and makes him the member of a society composed of
men aiming at a higher degree of sanctity or perfection.
The incumbent must be provided for the ceremony with a
dress such as is used in the community; he must be
found exempt from certain moral and physical defects
that would render him unworthy of being admitted a
member of the order; he must pledge himself to a rigorous